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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 
DPA CASE NO.: 0164-16 

INTERVIEW OF: 

DATE OF INTERVIEW: 04/22/2016 


[TRANSCRIBER'S NOTE: BUZZING ON AUDIO RECORDING THROUGHOUT 
THE ENTIRE INTERVIEW.] 

INV. WECHTER: Today's date is April 22nd, 2016. And 

it's 11:27 a.m. This is OCC Investigator Wechter conducting a 
telephone interview in connection with OCC Case number 164-16. I 
am speaking by telephone with And 

are you aware this is being recorded? 

Yes, I am. 

INV. WECHTER: And I want to make sure I have the 

spelling of your name correct, it' 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: First name is ? 

Correct. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, as I explained, the OCC is 

conducting an investigation into the shooting that took place on 
Shotwell Street on April 7th, and I understand that you observed 
part of that? 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: [Unintelligible] to the police report. 

So, I would just like to start, have you start at the very 
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beginning and tell me everything you remember. 


Okay. So, I was walking down Shotwell Street, 
walking towards a dance studio, which is between 17th and 18th 
Streets. So, I was late, because my class starts at ten, so I 
was walking fast. Then I think that the first thing that I saw 
was this man sitting on the ground, on the sidewalk, his back 


against the 

wall. He seemed to be talking while waving his hands 

at the same 

time. I couldn't say whether he was speaking Spanish 

or English, 

I couldn't understand. And then very quickly, I was 


drawn to this police officer, who was talking to me—talking to 
him, I'm sorry, saying orders like, "Don't move," or, "Stay on 
the ground." I don 't exactly remember what he was saying, and he 
had this big orange and black shotgun pointed towards this 
person sitting on thp ground. 

And I was still walking, so I think I was in front of it or 
I was on the opposite sidewalk that they were on, and there were 
cars approaching between us; it's a street where many cars are 


parked. So, 

at some point, I lost sight of the man sitting on 

the ground, 

and I think my view was partially blocked by a 

parked car. 

I was looking at the officer actually, and then I 


started hearing shots, shotguns, and I thought to myself that 


should not. 

I don't think that were live ammunition; why would 

it do that? 

And the gun looked like a big gun, it reminded me of 

a big water 

gun. And [he] was either doing this to neutralize, 

to make him 

stop. 


I thought I missed the beginning of the incident, and I 
didn't know whether there had been a chase or something going 
on. And then very quickly, I heard many, many shotguns and it 
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distinctly switched to crisper sounds, and I thought at some 
point that was maybe live ammunition, I mean, real shots, and I 
just started running to take cover actually. And that's about 
it. And then actually, I ran a few meters and after it had 
stopped, I think I stopped. I walked back a little bit, just to 
try to have a peek of what was going on, and then I saw this 
person on the sidewalk, this homeless person lying in a pool of 
blood, and then I went away. So, that's about it. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, you're on your way, you said 


you're a dentist? 

No, I went to a dance class. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

I'm sorry. There's a dance studio called ODC, 
it's on the same side as where the incident happened, but it's 
two blocks...as I said, it's between 18th and 17th Street on 
Shotwell. 


INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

So, I was walking to my dance class. And 
usually, I walk exactly at this spot. 



sidewalk actually, and just seeing homeless people and the tents 
and so forth. 


INV. WECHTER: What side of Shotwell Street? Well, which 

side of Shotwell Street were you walking on? 

Which side? 

INV. WECHTER: Yes. 

So, if we're walking from 20th towards 19th, I 
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was on the left side. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So that would be the west side? 

Yes, the west side, exactly, towards Van Ness. 

INV. WECHTER: When you go to the dance studio, do you 

usually walk on the west side or do you ever walk on the east 
side? 

Both, I can do both actually. Sometimes, I walk 
on the west because it's sunnier, but I can do either one; it 
depends. It's just because I parked, on the 20th, close to that 
specific sidewalk, so I just took that,, 's-idewalk. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, the first thing you saw was 

this man sitting on the sidewalk? 

INV. WECHTER: And where was his back against the wall? 

Where was he exactly? Can you describe that? 

What do you mean where? Well, he was against 
this building, so I think, what I remember, I think it's a 
warehouse or something, and he was just leaning against it. He 
didn't look aggressive to me. He was maybe not relaxing, but he 
was in a relaxed position. I think, from what I remember, I 
think was one of his knees was bent. He seemed to be having 
something in his left hand. I could not tell what it was, or 
even if he had something, but he was sort of waving it, but in a 
gentle fashion. Gentle, not in a very aggressive fashion. He 
didn't strike me as being aggressive, but he seemed to me that 
he was holding something in his left hand. I didn't see what it 
was though. And part of what I remember, I think he was talking. 
So, I don't know if he was talking to the officers, responding 
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to what they were saying, or talking to himself, but I thought, I 
heard him to speak. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. Now, are you familiar with that 


warehouse building? 

No, I'm not. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

Because I know been there yesterday because I 

went to my dance class, so I know what it looks like. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember where he was against that 

wall ? 

Uh-uh. 

INV. WECHTER: There's the garage doors. 

Yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: There's the windows. 

It would be hard for me to tell you. I don't, 
the specific location, I don't remember, except that he was just 
sitting on the ground. And the last time I saw it, I'm sorry, he 
was still sitting on the ground. But as I said, I was still 
walking, so as I was walking, I couldn't see too very well 
enough. So, I don't know whether he stood up to the first shots, 
the bean bag shots or not; I did not see that. I don't know. But 
the last time I saw it, he was sitting on th^ gpaaind for sure, 
[inaudible]. 

INV. WECHTER: So, you don't know 'W'hehh^r' he stood up? 

I didn't know, because I did not see that. I 
read accounts from different witnesses that he stood up, or some 
even say that he did not; I could not say. I could not say 
because I did not see it. 
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INV. WECHTER: Do you recall where you were when you 

first noticed him? 

What do you mean by where? 

INV. WECHTER: Well, I know that you were on the 

sidewalk. Were you directly across from him? 

Yes, pretty much. 

INV. WECHTER: Were you [unintelligible] to the south? 

Were you a little bit passed him? 

I think I was pretty much opposite of him on the 
sidewalk, so I'm almost perpendicular to him. Maybe I noticed 
him a little bit before, but in a few steps, I was almost in 
front of him. And from what I remember, I was directly opposite 
of him on the other sidewalk, and then I looked at him for maybe 
a second, while walking. All of this, I was still walking, maybe 
I paused a little bit, I can't quite remember, but I saw him. 

And I think, almost at the same time, I heard the officer's 
orders. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, he was sitting. Let me ask you. 

When you first noticed him, was there any cars on your side of 
the street that were blocking your view? 

I think there was one, yes. I think there was 
one on my side of the street, or the sidewalk, and then on the 
other side, on his side as well. And then there were garage 
doors next to him, so my guess is that there were no cars 
parked. But there was one...so, if you were in the place of the 
man, and you were sitting where he was sitting, I think there 
was one on his right, close to this big post. 

INV. WECHTER: Close to, I'm sorry, close to a big post? 

6 


SFDPA- 0179-14 - 000597 









1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Yeah. There was a post, I think, where he was 


sitting. 

INV. WECHTER: What kind of post? 

To his right. To his right, well, a lamp post, I 
guess? I don't know. 


INV. 

WECHTER: Do you remember what it was made of? 

The post? It was metal. 

INV. 

WECHTER: Metal? 


1: I guess. I saw it yesterday. I guess maybe I 


don't remember it as clearly in my memory, but I went there 
yesterday and I could see it. 


INV. 

WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

|: But it's the one they have the memorial as well. 

INV. 

WECHTER: Okay. So, the post where the memorial is? 

Yes. 

INV. 

WECHTER: Okay. I think that's a telephone pole. 

INV. 

|: It's a telephone? Okay, ok&y * 

u ''i 

WECHTER: So, that was to hi®. HjightT, 

|: Correct. 

INV. 

WECHTER: Towards his right, or towards the right 


that [you were looking at him]? 

No, no ' no ' his right. His right. 

INV. WECHTER: So that would have been your left? 

Correct. So, yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: How far from the post was he? 

I don't know; not too far. Not too far, I think. 
Maybe a few feet, I would think. But this is a little distorted; 
because I went there yesterday. So, but in my memory, I don't 
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specifically recall this pole, this telephone pole as you say. 
But I do remember there was a car to his right, so maybe 
[unintelligible], which I think contributed to blocking my view 
partially as I was walking towards 18th Street. I think there 
were cars on my side as well, as I said, of the street, but I 
cannot recall exactly where. I mean, you have it in the video. 


INV. 

WECHTER: So, you think there was a car to his 


right? 


INV 

Yes. 

WECHTER: Do you remember anything about that car 


that was to his right? 



J: No, not specifically, no. Is that important? 

INV 

WECHTER: No. I just want to [inaudible]. 

(Buzzing in audio.) 

H: No, I could not tell. I'm sorry. 

INV 

WECHTER: You mentioned earlier that there was 


garage doors next to him. 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: What do you remember about them? 

Not muC'bi# .except that they were there. 

INV. WECHTER: When you say next to him, how far away? 



I think they were very close to his left, but a 

few feet 

maybe, from what I remember. And I've been there 

[again], 

so I know there were two of them. I don't remember, if 


I really want to think about my memories of the incident, I 
don't remember all three of them. I think I rememfcjft only the 
one on his right...on his left, I'm sorry. 

INV. WECHTER: You only remember one garage door? 
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Yeah. 


INV. WECHTER: And that maybe a few feet to his left? 

Yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: So, you saw he was sitting with his back 

against the warehouse wall. 

Uh-huh. 


INV. WECHTER: And you heard him talking? 

I think I did, yes. I think I did hear him say 
something, although it's a little hazy, in my memory. I’m trying 
to focus, let's see. I think I did, yes. I think I did. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember what he was saying? 

No, no. I don't remember. 

INV. WECHTER: Or what language he was talking? 

No, I don't remember. I wasn't paying attention 


to this. 


INV. WECHTER: Is there anything you remember about the 

sound of his voice? 

Yes, he didn't... 

INV. WECHTER: How loud? 

No. No, he didn't, well loud. I mean it was 
enough for me to hear him say something, but he didn't look 
aggressive. He wasn't threatening. I mean he looked... 

INV. WECHTER: [Inaudible]? 

No. No, no. Yes. I mean his whole appearance, 
but there's also the sound of his voice. It seemed to me, when I 
first saw him that it went really fast, but that he was, he 
looked a little lost. Like my husband said, "Maybe he's one of 
the homeless persons from the encampment." And a little further. 
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and he seemed to, maybe he was talking to himself. So, that's 
what I mean that not look aggression. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. [Inaudible.] 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: And you were carrying a backpack, is that 

correct? 

1^1^: Yes, correct. You've seen the video. Right? 

INV. WECHTER: Yes. 

Okay. Okay. 

INV. WECHTER: I'm just looking [inaudible]. And when 

you first noticed him, were there any police officers nearby? 

Well, I guess the one I remember the most was 
the one with the shotgun, the orange and black shotgun. So, yes, 
he was not very far. He was not exactly...maybe two cars away, I 
think, in my memory; from two or three cars away from the person 
on the ground. 

INV. WECHTER: Three car lengths or cars? 

Car lengths, yes. 

INV. WECHTER: And where was he in relation to the man? 

Was he on the sidewalk. 

To his right. Now, he was on the sidewalk. I 
think he was on the sidewalk to his right. 

INV. WECHTER: And you say you heard the officer saying 

something? 

: Uh - huh. 

INV. WECHTER: What? Orders like, "Don't move," or "Stay 

on the ground"? 

Yes. 
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INV. WECHTER: Do you remember anything else that the 

officer was saying? 

He shouted something else, but I don't remember, 
but it was something. To me, it sounded like, "Don't move, and 
stay on the ground." Talking, yeah, very loud. 

INV. WECHTER: So, was it, "Don't move," or "Stay on the 

ground"? Or, "Don't move and stay on the ground"? 

I don't exactly remember. Maybe it was both. I 
think you have it on the video, if you want to. But I just 
remember I didn't pay special attention to his exact words, but 
they were all similar to these kinds of orders, yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: And what was the officer doing with the 

shotgun? 

He was aiming at the person. 

INV. WECHTER: Was the officer moving? 

From what I remember, he was not moving. He was 
standing still, but this is, but he might have been walking 
towards the victim. I don't know. But from the instant, I think, 
the second or two that I was watching him, from what I remember, 
he was standing still. 

INV. WECHTER: How close did you see that officer come 

to the man? 

It's hard to say, because then I was not seeing 
it anymore. But I would say maybe two cars' lengths, but that is 
hard to say I mean, this is what I do not think that I saw. 
Right? But maybe he was, I don't know, rnaybe he was a little bit 
closer. To me, it would be around two cars' lengths. 

INV. WECHTER: And can you estimate that distance in 
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meters? 

Uh, I guess seven to ten meters, yeah, about 
that range, I guess. A little bit less maybe, or let's see, 
around seven meters perhaps? Yeah. It's hard to give an estimate 
of this. 

INV. WECHTER: And do you remember seeing the second 

police officer? 

No, I don't. That's interesting. I guess I was 
really focused on that officer with that shotgun. I don't 
remember another officer. I know on the video that there were 
three of them, and two closer to the victim. Even when I'm 
trying to focus, I don't remember seeing another person. 

INV. WECHTER: And you say you saw the man on the 

sidewalk keep his back up against the wall. Did you ever see the 
man move? 

No. Well, yeah. As I was saying, when I saw him, 
he was moving his hands; I think his left hand, but I didn't see 
him move his right. I mean, for the two seconds that I saw him, 
right, for two seconds. 

INV. WECHTER: Describe his movement with his left hand. 

Yes. Yes, as if holding something. 

INV. WECHTER: When you say he was holding something, 

what makes you say... 

Well, like he was moving his forearm a little or 
his wrist even. I mean this is [unintelligible], but what I 
remember is that, yeah, he was maybe...how do I put this? Yeah. I 
have this memory of him moving his left hand for some reason. 
Maybe he didn't have anything in his hand, I don't know. Maybe 
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he was waving to the officers; who knows. 

INV. WECHTER: Can you describe how he was moving his 

hand in relation to his body? 

Yeah. It was rather weakly. It was like a weak 
movement, it was not like very strong. 

INV. WECHTER: Well, how did he move his arm, or his 

hand, in relation to his body? Did he move it out to the side? 
Did he move it up in front of him? Did he raise it above his 
head? 

It's hard to say. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

I think it was mostly in front of his body, I 
think, and it didn't go way above his head. I mean, [if he did], 
it was at head level, I would say. It didn't strike me as being 
like really, ew, like extending his arm and waving it. So, it 
was more of a neutral...I don't know if that's really clear? 

INV. WECHTER: So, was his arm extended out? 

INV. WECHTER: Or was his arm extended from the 

shoulder? 

Yeah, back at the shoulder, I would say, or the 

elbow even. 

INV. WECHTER: I'm sorry, [inaudible] bend at the elbow. 

Yeah, okay. It wasn't extended, it wasn't rigid; 
no. It was more fluid. 

INV. WECHTER: And how quickly was he moving it? 

Slowly, I would say. I mean, yeah, rather slowly 

than fast. 
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INV. WECHTER: And I think you said you could...were you 

able to see his left hand at all? 

No, no, I could not see what, if he was holding 
something and what he was holding. 

INV. WECHTER: Why weren't you able to see? 

imm: I mean, I saw it, but I just didn't pay 

attention to it long enough. It's just that since I was 
walking...it' s just, I have a general picture of him. I didn't pay 
close attention to [even this]. I couldn't tell if he simply was 
moving his right arm; I don't remember. 

INV. WECHTER: So, did you ever see him move his body 

from that position? 

No. No, I did not see him move his body. 

INV. WECHTER: Or did you ever see him get up or start 

to get up? 

No, no. And I think, yeah, from where I was, I 
couldn't see him very well, and then I started running. But I 
did not, no. 

INV. WECHTER: So, you started running, and did you 

look...was that in response to the sound of the gunshots? 

I'm sorry, did I start running in response to 

the gunshots? 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah. 

Yes, yes. I think I was just in shock in the 
beginning, just hearing the first one. It was like, "Uh, what's 
going on?" And then, when it would not stop, because it seemed 
to me that there were like multiple shots going on, and they 
were getting faster and faster, I started running, that this is 
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dangerous and I must get out of here. And again, I didn't know 
what had happened before. I mean, the video shows that I was 
pretty much there at the beginning of the incident, but I didn't 
know what had happened, or if the man, the homeless person was 
even, you know, had a weapon of any sort. Otherwise, I didn't 
see anything, but I didn't know. So, I also wanted to get away 
from the scene as fast as I can. 

INV. WECHTER: So, how far did you run? 

SPH Not very far. I think a few meters, maybe ten 

meters or so. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

And then I stopped after what looks like an 
office. It has like a little like wooden shelter outside, of 
which it's being like built. And I think that there's a company 
there; they have computers. I don't know if it's an office. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

So, I ran past by it, but I stopped maybe two 
meters after that office. And I know that there was somebody in 
front of this office on the doorstep. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember anything about that 

person? 

He, it's a male, [in sunglasses] . I think he 
has...I don't know whether he was holding his iPhone, or his 
phone, and it seemed to me that he watched the scene as well. I 
don't know whether he had just arrived or was coming out of the 
building, he was just standing there. And I think he did, 
because when...so then, what I did was to walk back a little, a 
few steps, not all the way to where I first saw the man on the 
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ground, but then a few more steps, and then I could peek in- 


between the cars. 

I might be doing this, and then I saw the 

man's body on the 

sidewalk. So then, I walked back again towards 

this, what looked 

like an office. And then I told the man then, 


"You know, they shot him. I think they shot him. It seemed that 
he was doing anything wrong." And this other person responded, 
"No. Well, he was holding a knife." He told me and I said, "Uh, 


I did not see it, 

so I didn't know." 

INV. WECHTER 

Do you remember what this man looked 

like? 



No. I think he had dark hair, medium-size. I 
mean, tall to medium and that's about it. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you know about how old he was? 

Yeah, maybe in the 3 0's, rather young. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

BUS: And when I walked back, after seeing the man on 

the sidewalk, the man's body on the sidewalk, I walked back and 
I saw him. And then, from what I can remember, there was another 


person coming out 

of the office, in the street, and then another 

man walking up on 

the sidewalk. I don't remember what they said. 

I think they said 

something at that time; I don't quite 


remember. And then, I left quickly after that. 

INV. WECHTER: You said, "A man walking up," was he 

walking towards you or was he walking... 

No, towards me. So, from 18th Street towards 

19th. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh. So, this man who was in the doorway 

in sunglasses, did he say anything else other than, "No, he was 
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holding a knife"? 


No. I don't remember apart from this, no. 

Nothing that struck me that I can remember. 

INV. WECHTER: So, you say you walked back a little. 

Yes 

INV. WECHTER: Not all the way back to where you first 

saw him. How far back do you think you walked? 

A few feet, I think. Well past...I'd say the 
reference point is this office door. Right? 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

im: Where the man was standing. So, I walked maybe a 

few feet, so seven, eight feet. I don't know. 

INV. WECHTER: From the front of that office? 

Yes. Towards where the victim was lying, so 
towards 19th Street. 

INV. WECHTER: Can you estimate how far you were from 

where the victim was? 

No, it's hard. 

INV. WECHTER: Did you say you peeked in-between cars 

and saw his body on the sidewalk? 

Yeah. I think it was between cars. I remember me 
trying to see, but I didn't want to see too much at the same 
time, but I really think I wanted to have the confirmation that 
he indeed was shot. And yeah, I remember trying to see and 
taking... right, to see. So, it was sort of a diagonal angle, but 
I cannot exactly tell you how much that was. I mean, how many 
feet that was. 

INV. WECHTER: So, his body was at a diagonal angle? 
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No. I was at a diagonal. 


INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

That's what I'm saying. I was in the street. I 
was at a...I mean, you can draw a line, but I was perpendicular to 
him. I wasn't exactly at the first place where I saw him. 

INV. WECHTER: And were you watching from the sidewalk, 

or did you step in the street? 

No. No, no, I was still on the sidewalk; I never 
stepped in the street. 

INV. WECHTER: So, tell me what you saw when you saw his 


body [unintelligible]? 

He was, the body seemed to be closer to the end 
of the sidewalk, closer to the street, but still on the 
sidewalk. And in my memory, he was, I thought he was, because I 
looked quickly. He was facing down. 

INV. WECHTER: His face was down? 

Yeah. His face, it was down, but his, you know, 
I'm really not sure about this. But I saw the pool of what 
looked like blood around him. 

INV. WECHTER: And where was the pool of blood? 

Well, around his maybe upper body and head, but 
yeah. And as I said, I looked like one second, not even, so it 
was really quick. 

INV. WECHTER: Could you see where he was in relation to 

any landmarks like a telephone pole? 

INV. WECHTER: Or anything [unintelligible], or a parked 

car? 
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I'm trying to think. I'm trying to think here, 


to remember. Uh, I guess he was maybe closer a little bit to the 
parked car that I mentioned before, you know, that was on his 
right. Maybe he was a little closer to this. This is as much as 
I can tell, I think. I don't remember the post or the telephone 
pole. 


INV. WECHTER: Do you remember ever seeing any object 

near him? 


I don't, I don't. The officers were around him, 
I think, at that time. 


INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

Yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: Could you tell where the officer who was 

holding the shotgun was? 

No. I wouldn't...I think on his right, but then I 
remember seeing, I think is saw like, at that time, three, two 
or three officers around him. Yes, maybe one on his right and 
two on his left. [Unintelligible.] One on either side, I think. 

INV. WECHTER: And he was face down. Do you remember 

which direction his face was facing? 

HlHfl: From what I remember it was heading towards the 

street. So, his head was the closest part of his body to the 
street. 

INV. WECHTER: To the curb? 

To the curb, yeah, the curb. I’m sorry, the 


curb. 

INV. WECHTER: And did you hear the officers say 

anything? 
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I don't. I mean after the shooting or during the 

shooting? 

INV. WECHTER: At this point, yeah. 

No, I don't. I don't remember. 

INV. WECHTER: Now earlier, you heard the officer with 

the shotgun giving him orders. Did you hear any other officers 
say anything? 

No, no. I only remember...but then, it doesn't 
mean that it didn't happen. It's then you just filter; I just 
was focusing on...not focusing. I was impressed with like the 
shotgun and this officer. So, I don't, it could have been, but I 
don't remember. I don't remember other officers saying anything 
else. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember hearing anyone speaking 

Spanish? 

No. No, I don't. I don't remember before the 
shooting, I don't remember this, no. And I don't remember either 
after, but then I was, you know, it happened really fast. So, it 
could have been perhaps, but I didn't pay attention to this. But 
before shooting him, I don't recall hearing anything in Spanish, 
no. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you speak Spanish? 

do 

INV. WECHTER: You do? 

m|: Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: And how well do you speak it? 

|BH: Pretty good. I mean, I used to be fluent. Now 

it's, I’ve studied it for eight years. I can understand it 
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pretty well. 


INV. 

WECHTER: Have you ever lived in a Spanish-speaking 


country? 



|: Not lived, but I'm from, I've traveled, and my 

family is 

from [unintelligible], and they speak Spanish. 

INV. 

WECHTER: So, did you grow up in France? 

1: I did, yeah. Well, ho .actually. Sorry. I'm 


French, but my family is French, teCfc 'Shgsrew up. in Montreal, in 
Quebec. And yeah, I spent a few years in France, yes, and 
[unintelligible], but I didn't really grow up there. 


INV. 

WECHTER: [Unintelligible.] 

|: My accent? 

INV. 

WECHTER: No, Europeans tend to be more aware of 


European languages than Americans are, of other languages 



|: Right, right. Right. 

INV. 

WECHTER: That's generally because [inaudible]. 

|: Okay. 

INV. 

WECHTER: So, okay. So, you walked back to that 


office, told the man that they shot him and he wasn't doing 
anything. And did you then go on to your dance class? 

Yes, yes. I was shocked. I remember being angry 
also, but I mean it happened really fast. I didn't understand 
what had happened, and I didn't know what I could do at that 
time. So, I went to ODC, to my dance class and couldn't focus 
very well. Maybe it helped me in relieving it a little bit 
better, and then I left before the end of the class, because I 
was still troubled and I was hearing the helicopters above, you 
know? And it was like, okay, maybe I should do something. 
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So, maybe it was an hour-and-a-half later, around 11:30 or 
so, and it was already, of course, a crime scene. And this is on 
the corner of Shotwell and 18th Street, and you cannot walk much 
further, because you have a crime scene. And people, a lot of 
people were there because most of them, because they had parked 
their cars on Shotwell in that section, and they cannot retrieve 
it because it was a crime scene, so they had to wait. 

And then I started talking with a few people, telling them 
that I had been a witness, that I was there and so forth, and 
then after a while I said, "I should probably talk to a police 
officer and tell him or her what I saw." Which is what I did. I 
talked to the police officer who was the [closest to me]. I 
think he'd been keeping the crime scene clear, and I told him 
that I had been there, and he said, "Okay. So, let me tell 
another police officer, and then you can make a statement." 

So, another police officer came. I told him I was a witness 
and then he gave me a sort of a notepad to make a written 
statement. So, I wrote a statement at that time, and I was as 
accurate as I could be from what I remembered, and I gave them, 
the police officers, my driver's license, my information. They 
took my name down, I guess this is maybe where you got my name, 
from the witness list; my phone number. They gave me, I mean, 
one of the police officers gave me also the case number and the 
number to call. I think it was the Mission District Police 
Station, if I remembered anything else, or if I wanted to ask 
questions about the case. 

And so, I walked. I took Van Ness. So, I took 18th/Van 
Ness, I went up, and I had parked my car on 20th. So, I went all 
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the way to 20th, which was not part of the crime scene too; I 
was able to leave. 

INV. WECHTER: So, the officer gave you a notepad. How 

big was the piece of paper you wrote on? 

HCJSl* It was a regular, like [unintelligible] , or, I 

don't know 8 by 11 sheet of paper. 

INV. WECHTER: Did it have any markings on it? 

Probably at the top of it, the head, but I 
cannot remember. And then, from what I remember, I think I had 
to sign it at the end and date it. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. And other than that, did any 

officer interview you? 

m|: No, no. Not, I mean, not that day. Right? 

INV. WECHTER: On that day. 

H1S : No. Yeah, you mean that day. Right? 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah, that day. 

No. No, no, no. Not more than this. 

INV. WECHTER: Before the officer gave you the sheet of 

paper, did he ask you what you saw? 

No, he did not. He asked me to write it on 
paper, and I remember telling them that it was, there were other 
people, and the people that I mentioned to you, standing in the 
doorway of this office. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

'HIS: They're like, "Maybe you should interview them." 

And I think they were, "We did. We did already." No, I think he 
said, "We did," and "We know that there were other people." I 
was like okay. So, and that's about it. 
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INV. WECHTER: So, he said, "We did. We know there are 

other people"? 

Well, I think he said, "We did. We did talk to 
these people." So, but I don't know whether they had written 
statements like I did, I don't know. 

INV. WECHTER: And the officer who you told, you said 

there were people in the door, was it the same one that gave you 
the notepad? 

0: No. No, there were two, so it was a 

different...So, the person who gave me... The first person I talked 
to, called another police officer who gave me this notepad. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

And actually, they wanted me, I was about to sit 
on the sidewalk, it was hot. They said, "No, go inside." There 
was a police car parked, it was like diagonal on the corner of 
Shotwell and 18th. It was like, "Sit in the car." So, I sat down 
in the passenger seat to be comfortable and then wrote a 
statement. And then this officer, from what I remember, went 
away, and the other one that was present was the person that I 
talked to, who was like preventing people from crossing the 
crime scene, the yellow ribbon. So, I didn't get to talk to the 
one that gave me the notepad. I think he went back to the crime 
scene itself. 

INV. WECHTER: So the one who gave the piece of paper 

you wrote on, that was a different officer? 

No. It was the first one that I talked to, the 
first that I said I had been a witness and that I wanted to give 
my account of the incident. So, it was the one who called the 
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other one. 


INV. WECHTER: And can you describe the officer you gave 

the written statement to? 

Yes. He was, I think you can see him from the 
pictures in some of the articles that were published about the 
incident. I can find it for you because I remember recognizing 
him on one of the pictures. 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah, if you can do that. But do you 

remember what he looks like? 

mf: Yeah. I guess he had...he wasn't bald, but almost 

maybe, and maybe dark-skinned a little, or yeah, and darker, I 
think. And yeah, that's about it. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember what race he was? 

Hmm, it's hard to say. Maybe Asian or probably, 

I mean most likely, but I'm like 70 percent sure. 

INV. WECHTER: And about how old is he? 

Between 30 and 40 years old. 

INV. WECHTER: And what about his height? 

Medium, medium height, like I don't know, 175 
centimeters. I'm really bad with, I mean from metric 
[conversion]. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. If you want to give it to me in 

kilos or... 


No, those I couldn't say. No, no, I mean in 
English, but maybe I say it's one meter and 75. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

So, 175 centimeters, maybe something like this. 
INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 
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He wasn't like extremely tall. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. And then was the officer who took 

your contact information? 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

What? I'm sorry. You want, you're talking about 

this officer? 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah. Was this the same officer who took 

your contact information, your address? 

Yeah. Yeah, yeah. Yes, yes. Yes, that was the 

same. Correct. 

INV. WECHTER: Did you give him your driver's license? 

I did. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. And then, was that the same officer 

who you said, "You should maybe interview people in the 
doorway"? 

Yes. Yes, yes. Yes. 

INV. WECHTER: And he said, "You should talk to these 

people"? 

So, I don't know whether he did or not, or if he 
had just arrived just to clear the area. I don't know. I don't 
know. I don't know whether he was really aware of what was going 
on. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. [Inaudible.] 

(Intense buzzing on audio.) 

[Recording break 48:30 to 49:45.] 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, you were not interviewed that 

day. 

26 


SFDPA- 0179-14 - 000617 













1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Uh-huh. 


INV. WECHTER: 


Have you been interviewed by anyone since 


then? 


Yes, twice to the investigators for the District 
Attorney's Office. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

So, on Tuesday and yesterday, after my dance 
class. So, I went to my dance class. We walked past the, well, 
the crime scene. I don't know what you call it, and showed what 
I did or where I run to, things like this, and we discussed the 
incident, yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, was that this past Tuesday? 

Yes, yesterday. Uh, yeah. No. So, I went there 
yesterday. And the first time, I went to his office on 
Brannan Street in San Francisco on Tuesday morning, yes. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

To give him my, pretty much like what I'm doing 
with you, but in person. 

INV. WECHTER: So, that was the morning of April... 

19th. 

INV. WECHTER: Ifeth. 

Correct. 

INV. WECHTER: And so, that was on Brannan Street? 

Yes . 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember the name of that 

investigator? 

Sure, it's Daryl Jackson. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. Then you met with him? 
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Again yesterday. 

INV. WECHTER: And you walked the area? 

Yes, yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: Did he audio record either of those? 

No, that's a good point. 

INV. WECHTER: [Unintelligible]? 

No. No, no, no, no. Well, the first one, no. He 
didn't tell me anything about this, and it didn't look like he 
had a recorder, no. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

No. He didn't say anything about this, no, about 

recording me. 

INV. WECHTER: And about how long was that interview on 

Tuesday morning? 

About 45 minutes to an hour, between 45 minutes 

and an hour. 

INV. WECHTER: Did he show you any photographs? 

He showed me the video. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

Which I had already seen. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. Did he show you any photographs and 

ask you to mark anything? 

^£11: No, no. Let me make sure. No, apart from mine, 

making sure that I was the right person. But no, that's it. 

INV. WECHTER: When you met him on Shotwell Street, were 

you able to point out where you saw the man leaning against the 
wall? 

Yes, yes. And I described it to him also on 
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Tuesday. And we drew, well, on a piece of paper, he also wanted 
to know exactly where I was standing exactly. 


INV. WECHTER: Did he have you draw anything on a piece 

of paper? 

Yes . 

INV. WECHTER: Was that on Tuesday or Thursday? 

On Tuesday. 

INV. WECHTER: When you drew on the paper, were you just 

showing where you were standing; or also where the man was 
[inaudible]? 

Both, both. Both, I mean the entire scene, I 
guess. And where the officers were, with respect to the victim, 
as far as I could remember. Where even the police car was. I 
mean, the police car that I went into to make the written 
statement. Where I was walking from, yeah. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: And have you talked with anyone else, 

been interviewed by anyone else? 

(■0: I talked to another investigator from the, for 

the attorney of the victim's family. 

INV. WECHTER: ‘"Do you know who that was, her name? 

she a 


Yes. Her name is 
private investigator, and the name of the attorney, maybe you 
know it by now. So, are you, I don't know if you're working, I 
guess not. I think your investigation is totally independent. 
Isn't it? 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah. We're City. 
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Okay. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you know who the attorney is? 

Yes. I can find you the name, just one sec. 
Okay. So, his name is . 

INV. WECHTER: How do you spell that? 

, like 


and he's 


I, with the American accent. 


INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

Ca is Che, I'm sorry, 
from...yeah, I'm sorry. Go. 

INV. WECHTER: 

Yes. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

And the law firm is 
law. I mean, I can, I don't know if I should have an email 
address, but I can send you that. 

INV. WECHTER: Yes, that would be good. 

Okay. I think that would be a little easier. 
INV. WECHTER: Okay. Let me give it to you. 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: It's 

Wait, I'm sorry. My pen is not functioning 

anymore. Okay. 

|, spelled 


INV. WECHTER: 

1^1^: Uh-huh, okay. 

INV. WECHTER: At sfgov dot org. 

Okay. So, just a quick question. 
I So, you're saying you're a government agency? 

INV. WECHTER: Yes. 
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Is that... 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah. We're responsible for investigating 

all complaints that the San Francisco public file against 
San Francisco Police officers. So, we function somewhat like the 
civilian internal affairs unit, and our investigations are to 
determine whether officers violated Department regulations 
relevant to [unintelligible], or whether police department 
policies or practices should be changed. 

Interesting, okay. Very good. 

INV. WECHTER: And it's totally separate from a criminal 


investigation. 


imm: A police investigation. 

INV. WECHTER: But the District Attorney's Office is 

looking at is whether the officers might have violated the law. 
They might be subject to criminal charges, and then is 

working for is perhaps gathering evidence to give 

the family, who may sue the City, seeking to recover money 
damages. But what we're doing is to determine whether the 
officers potentially violated any regulations, administrative 
regulations, which could result in discipline, which could 
result in changing [Department] practices and policy. 

Could it lead to a criminal lawsuit? Or is it... 

INV. WECHTER: Not what we do, no. 


Okay. 


INV. WECHTER: Our investigation is confidential, 

because it's part of an officer's personnel record, so we do not 
release information to the press. I'm not going to tell anyone 
else that I spoke to you today. 
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Okay. 


INV. WECHTER: Or share what you told me. All of my 

findings are confidential. 

Uh-huh. So, there was a complaint then, if she 
started this investigation? 


INV. 

WECHTER: Yes. It's been reported in the press that 

the Mayor 

has asked us to investigate. 

1: Yes, okay. That's what I read too. Okay. So, at 


the Mayor's request that you're doing this? 


INV. 

WECHTER: Yes. 

|: Okay. 

INV. 

WECHTER: Yeah. That has been reported in the 


press. So, we're limited to what else we can say, because it is 
potentially part of an officer's personnel record. So, that's 
protected by law. 



|: Okay. Okay. 

INV. 

WECHTER: And when did you speak to 

|: I'm sorry. When did I speak to her? 

INV. 

WECHTER: Yes. 

1: A week ago actually, last Friday, and I only 


spoke to her by phone. But yeah, like email also, which is 
email. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you know if that interview was 

recorded? 



|: I have no idea. She did not mention it. 

INV. 

WECHTER: Okay. And any other interview? 

|: No. 

INV. 

WECHTER: And you mentioned that before, that Daryl 
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Jackson showed you the video. That you had already seen it. When 
did you first see the video? 


I saw it, I think it was brought to my attention 
by a friend of ndne, 'who I had talked to the day before, or two 
days before. So, I first saw it on Saturday morning. So, I think 
the Saturday, it would have been the 10th, I guess. April 10th, 
was it or April 9t.h? No, the 9th. 9th, I think. 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah. 

The 9th, yeah. I saw that on Saturday morning. 

INV. WECHTER: And how many times have you watched it? 

Many times. Many times, and I cannot, I don't 
have slow-motion or nothing. And loud enough, I think, that I 
wanted to hear if anything had been said in Spanish or from what 
I remember. But yeah, I watched it several times. 

INV. WECHTER: And what was your reaction? 

It's not comfortable, but I don't remember, I 
thought I had started running before, even at the beginning of 
the first shot, or when the first shot started. And from the 
video, it seems that I'm still looking, even after the first or 
the second shot is fired. I don't remember. I think the first 
one from the bean bag gun, and I start running like when it 
becomes, like maybe after the third or the fourth shot from the 
bean bag gun is fired, or when it started. I just remember 
thinking that it was getting dangerous, that they were maybe 
really firing with real bullets, so I started running. So, it 
just surprised me that I was standing there a little bit longer 
than what I remembered, but it's pretty much what happened, yes. 

And what struck me is that it's nothing really happened 

33 

SFDPA-0179-14 - 000624 








1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


before I saw the man aiming his gun at the homeless person. I 
thought that maybe, as I said, there had been something going on 
before, or that maybe the homeless person did something that I 
didn't see, but pretty much, they just got there. The video is 
pretty revealing in that sense that it didn't last long. And I 
remember that it went really fast also. 

INV. WECHTER: I'm sorry, go ahead. 

No, no. And that's it, that's it. But it is 
indeed what happen. 


INV. WECHTER: Did seeing the video cause you to re¬ 

evaluate anything that you thought you'd seen or heard? 

No, not really. Let me see. No, it's confirmed 
what I saw. You cannot see exactly what I saw at the beginning 
because it's out of the frame. Right? But in terms of hearing, 
it's pretty much what I heard, yes. No, no, no. It's pretty much 
the same thing. I don't remember the cars, I don't remember the 
police cars in the street. I think that's something that you 
just focus and [forget], but apparently, they were there. Right? 
And they had their [unintelligible], to see if they can, not 
even. I don't know, before. I just, I was there myself. I'm 
sorry, go ahead. 

INV. WECHTER: What did you see other than the police 

cars being in the street? What did you see or hear in the video 
that you did not remember, from your perception? 

So, I did not remember..b>efore the shooting, I 
did not remember the two other police officers, certainly not 
the third one, who was a little bit behind. I don't remember him 
at all. As I said, I remember the cars stopped in the middle of 
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the street, that's about it. the rest, I guess, [inaudible]. 

INV. WECHTER: Was there anything that you heard on the 

video that you did not remember hearing? 

I'm trying to think here. Well, no. Except that 
the orders were, I mean, maybe I did not remember the exact 
words that the officers said, except that I remember they were 
like warning orders, "Don't move." But I don't think he said, 
"Don't move," but he said something. With the video, I heard 
exactly what the officer was saying, but it's falling in line 
with what I remembered, even though I don't remember the exact 
words of the officer, but he was [unintelligible]. I guess it 
didn't surprise me. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. Okay. Have you talked with anyone 

else you saw? Anyone you saw anything or heard what happened? 

No. No, I did not talk to other witnesses 


actually. 


INV. WECHTER: Let me ask you. When you were walking 

down Shotwell Street, was there anyone ahead of you, who was on 
the sidewalk between where you were and 18th Street? 

I remember, so I remember this man coming to me 
from 18th Street. 


INV. WECHTER: Uh-huhf 

If: Right after the incident, the shooting. Then I 

walked towards 18th Street, and I see... 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. I'm sorry. Go ahead. 

No, what I mean is that, what I'm going to say 
is I think I remember people on the corner. Yes, on the corner 
of 18th and Shotwell, but it's blurry in my mind, but maybe two 
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or three people talking. So, I don't know if they saw something 
of if they just stood there after the gunshots. But like people 
were starting to gather. 

INV. WECHTER: And that was after the shooting? 

Yes. 

INV. WECHTER: But what about at the time of the 

shooting, just before? Did you see anyone on the sidewalk ahead 
of you? 

I can't remember. No, I don't think so, I don't 
think so. Everyone was running. I think it was pretty empty 
actually. But then again, I didn't pay close attention, but from 
what I remember, no, the path was clear. 

INV. WECHTER: What about across the street? Did you see 

anything? 

That I couldn't...uh. I don't remember. This I 
cannot tell you, I didn't pay attention to this. 

INV. WECHTER: Now, as you walked up Shotwell from 19th. 

Yes? 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember any of the garage doors, 

on your left, being open? 

As I was walking up and towards 19th? No, I 
don't remember. I don't remember that. 

INV. WECHTER: From 19th Street? You know, across the 

street from that warehouse. Do you remember there was a building 
with... 

Uh, those doors? No, I wouldn't think so, but 
I'm not 100 percent sure. 

INV. WECHTER: Do you remember there being anyone behind 
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you on the sidewalk, or in the corner of 19th and Shotwell? 

I don't know. I don't think so, but I don't 
think so. And I don't know, I don't know, because I wasn't aware 
of it. If they were behind me, I was unaware of them. 

INV. WECHTER: And then, how were you feeling 

[unintelligible], your health? A cold, or headache, or sinus 
problems? Anything like that? 

No, no. I was fine. 

INV. WECHTER: And had you taken any medications or 

drugs? 

INV. WECHTER: 

INV. WECHTER: 


Had you ccpsumed any alcohol? 


And do you wear corrective lenses? 

No. Well, I mean, I'm short-sighted, yes, but I 
wasn't wearing anything. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, that means you have difficulty, 

trouble seeing... 

Seeing things that are far, yes. Usually, I can 
get by during the day without glasses, because my two eyes are 
uneven. So, one compensates for the other. At night, I have more 
problems, but during the day usually, but still, I’m still 
short-sighted. After a while, things will get blurry, yes. 

INV. WECHTER: So, do you know what distance things get 

blurry? 

I cannot say. It's hard to say. Like maybe my 
[unintelligible] maybe four meters of blurriness. Yeah, after 
four meters it's a little... 
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INV. WECHTER: And do you know how blurry they get? 

It's not too bad, it's not too bad. The 
blurriness is that I cannot read things or things written small 
But I could read from across the street if there was like a 
sign, you know, a traffic sign, saying that you cannot park. I 
know there is street cleaning, I could read it from across the 
street. Yes. 

INV. WECHTER: And are you still attending that 


Yes, I am. 

INV. WECHTER: I wondering if it would be possible for 

me to meet you one day, even before or after the class? Have you 
point out the things you pointed out to the investigator? 

Sure. The thing is, I usually go there on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

I was not planning to go next Tuesday. I have 
things to do here, but I don't know. I can either postpone this 
or meet you on Thursday. 

INV. WECHTER: Let me just check my schedule here. Next 

Thursday would be fine, after your class? 

Sure. Sure, we can do the same thing. We can 
meet like what we did, what I did with her exactly is we met at 
11:45 on the corner of Shotwell and 18th. 

INV. WECHTER: Uh-huh. 

Does that sound good? 

INV. WECHTER: Yes. That would be great. And let me get 

your email address. I'll send you an email to confirm that. 
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Sure. 

INV. WECHTER: That way, you'll have my contact 

information. 

Uh-huh. 

INV. WECHTER: What is it? 

It's as in as in | and then 


INV. WECHTER: 

I ■ 

INV. WECHTER: Yeah. 


INV. WECHTER: So, let me just read this back to you. 


I ■ 


I ■ 


I 


I ■ 


I 


Correct. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. Great. I'll just send you a 

confirming email, and then I will meet you next Thursday. And 
I'll also, is this your cellphone number? 
imi : it is. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. Yeah, I need [unintelligible]. 

Sure. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay, great. 

Thank you so much. 

INV. WECHTER: All right. 

Okay. 

INV. WECHTER: Anything I haven't asked you that you 

remember that you think is important or even that you think is 
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unimportant ? 


No, no. It's, the other thing that I wanted to 
mention, but I don't know. It's what shocked me on the video. 
From my memory, I only remember that there were multiple shots 
and it went really fast. But what struck me in the video is the 
very short, like maybe one second, not even timed between the 
last thing, that pellet and the first, the first bullet, the 
real bullet. So, it seems that it's like one after the other. 

So, it struck me as being really, really fast, as if, you know, 
it was no, no time in-between. And then, my memory is confused a 
little bit, but I remember thinking first that these were not 
real shots. Why would they do that? And then hearing a different 
sound, and thinking this must be real bullets. But I couldn't 
[say] when it happened, because it went really fast. So anyway, 
it struck me again in the video that this is what happened, and 
all of this went really fast. 

INV. WECHTER: And when you heard the gunshots, did you 

look over in that direction? 

You know, I can't remember. It seems in the 
video that I'm turning my head to look at, but as I said, I 
don't, I have no memory of seeing the man. So, I don't know 
whether it stood out at the time. It's just, I don't know. I 
really don't know. 

INV. WECHTER: And do you remember ever seeing the man 

on his feet? 

No. No, I don't remember seeing him. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. Okay. Well, I really appreciate you 

taking the time to talk to me. 
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Okay. You're welcome. 


INV. WECHTER: Okay. So, I will see you next Thursday at 

11:45. 

Okay. 

INV. WECHTER: Okay. 

Thank you. 

INV. WECHTER: [Inaudible.] Okay. 

: Bye - bye . 

INV. WECHT&H-.: : . We'll conclude this interview. It's now 
12 : 41 . 

END OF DOC'TTNSNY 
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